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Some Account of the late learned and ingenious Mr. Wil- 
lam Turner, more than 30 Years Minifter of the Con- 
gregation of Proteftant Diffenters, in Weft Gate, Wake- 
field, Yorkfhire. 


R. WILLIAM TURNER was the only fon of the 

Rev. John Turner, a Differiting Minifter, at Prefton, 

in Lancafhire, and was born in the year 1714. After feveral 

removals, his father fettled at Knutsford, in Chefhire, where he 

continued ’till his death; and here it was that his fon received 

the pri ncipal part of his grammatical education, under the care 
of avery eminent {choo]mafter. 

In 1732, Mr. Turner was entered as a ftudent in the aca 
demy of the learned Dr. Latham, at Findern, near Derby; an 
inftitution to which the Proteftant ,Diffenters have been ine 
debted for many of their ableft minifters. Here he continued 
four years, and then removed to the univerfity of Glafgow, 
where he had the advantage of attending the lectures of the 
celebrated Dr. Francis Hutchefon; but his ftay appears to have 
been fhort: For he returned to England, in 1737, and foon 
after his return, was invited to accept the charge of acongre- 
gation and {chool at Alloftock, near Knutsford, in Ciaefhire.— 
In this retired ficuation, he had an opportunity of making very 
important additions to that found learning, which qualified 
him to appear in future life with fuch advantage as a preacher 
anda critick, 
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About the year 1746, having had the misfortune to break 2 
blood-veffel in his lungs, he was obliged, fora time, to relin- 
quifh his profeffion as a minifter; and for the benefit of me- 
dical advice, he removed to a village nearer Knutsford; where 
he continued to take fuch care of a few pupils as his ftate of 
health would permit. By a rigid attention to regimen, af- 
fifted by occafional removals, during the fummer feafons, to 
Matlock and Bath, he fo far regained his health, as to venture, 
about the year 1754, to refume his favourite employment as a 
teacher of religion, He accepted an invitation to fettle at 
Congletoa,-in Chefhire ; where it foon appeared, tiat the 
years in which he had been Jaid afide from the miniftry had 
not been loft; but that his Jeifure had been ufefully applied, 
not only to the further increafe of his learning, but alfo to 
thé correction of his tafte, and the formation of that pure fim- 
plicity and plainnefs of ftyle, which fo eminently characterize 
his pulpit compofitions, and which were particularly fuited to 
- his gentle, affeCtionate, and perfuafive manner. 

Having continued his {chool at Congleton for a fhort time, 
he refigned it tothe Rev. Edward Harwood, fince well known 
jn the literary world; and who, in a fhort hiftory of his life, 
lately publithed, peaks of Mr. Turner, as “ one of the moft 
ingenious and learned men he ever knew*.” 

In 1761, Mr. Turner became minifter of the congregation 
of Proteitant Diffenters in Weft Gate, Wakefield ; in which 
fituation he continued for more than thirty years; engaging 
the affectionate efteem and regard of all who knew him, by 
the general amiablencfs of his manners, and poflefling the 
happy talent of fecuring the refpect{ul attention of a numerous 
audience, by the excellence of his public inftructions, 

It has often been lamented by thofe who have perufed his 
occafional publications, that Mr. Turner did not more free 
quently appear as an author. The firft of his productions 
which faw the light, is a Criticif on Jabm xix. 11. publifhed 
in that uieful mifcellany, The Library, vol ii. p. 7. with the 
fignature of Vigilius ; a name on which he afterwards cone 
ferred fuich juft reputation, in the Theological Repofitery. 

During his refidence at Congicton, Mr. Turner had be- 
come acquainted with Dr. Pricitley, who was at that time mi- 
nifter of a {mall congregation at Namptwich; and when that 
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celebrated and extraordinary perfon, after having {pent 1ix 
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ton Academy, and diftinguifhed himfelf by many important 
writings, came in the year 1767, to fertle at Mill Hill Chapel, 
in Leeds, their acquaintance was renewed, and improved 
into a very intimate friendfhip. 

It was the accidental 'produ&tion of Mr. Turner’s Adver- 
faria Sacra, in one of their free familiar converfations on fub= 
je@ts of theology, that gave occafion to the eftablithment of 
the Theological Repofitory. ‘The vatiety of curious res 
marks which it appeared to contain, was juftly thought by 
Dr. Prieftley too valuable to be loft ; and it occurred to him 
that a periodical publication for the exprefs parpofe of pro= 
viding a receptacle for fuch detached remarks, as at prefent lie 
fcattered among the papers of ingenious men, and for new ob- 
fervations relating to theology, from whatever quarter, would 
probably be ufeful and acceptable to the public. Mr. Turner 
was prevailed upon to promife his affiftance 3 and the fcheme 
having previoufly teceived the approbation and concurrence of 
many Jearne@ men, the firft number was publifhed in Novem~ 
ber, 1768. 

The work continued:till the end of the year 1771, when 
it was fufpended for want of encouragement. It was afters 
wards refumed in 1782, but Mr. Turner had no concern im 
it. How well he fulfilled his engagements in the firft three 
volumes, will be evident, from a perufal of the articles which 
he contributed, and which are diftinguifhed by the fignatures 
Vigilius and Eufebius, 

‘Fhe ability and learning difcovered in thefe papers, excited 
a confiderable degree of curiofity among the lovers of facred 
criticifm, to fee Mr. Turner’s Sense on the Gofpels, which 
he had in fome meafute engaged to furnith for Dr. Prieftley’s 
Englith Harmony of the Evangelifts. It is to be lamented, 
that the reluctance to obtrude himfelf upon the public, which 
he had always difcovered, and which now began to grow upom 
him with the inereafing infirmities of age, prevented him from 
fulfilling this engagement to the extent he once intended. 
What he did, may be feen with the fignature T’. interfperfed 
among the notes to that excellent work. 

Mr. Turner frequently took a diftinguifhed part in the Or~ 
dination Services, amongft his brethren ; and he alfo publifhed 
fome occafional fermons ; the laft of which was preached on 
new year’s day, 1785. It was entitled, A Caution againft 
finful Compliances, and was addrefled to the younger part of 
his audience, for whefe ule it was printed, at their own ree 
queft and expence. ; 
2B2 In 
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In 1790, the increafing infirmities of age rendering an af- 
fiftant neceflary, he was made happy by the choice which was 
made of the Rey. Thomas Johnftone; to whom, in 1792, he 
entirely refigned the paftoral charge. On this occafion he 
was requefted by his congregation to publifh, as a monument 
of. their long conne€tion, a volume or two of fermons. Ace 
cordingly, one volume was immediately prepared for the prefs, 
From the circumftances -attending the requeft, it was plain 
that they would be confidered and. perufed, as the laft farewell 
advices of an aged paftor to his flock; and it was thought 
moft fuitable to this idea, that they fhould confift, for the moft 
part, of plain and affeCtionate practical addrefles to them on 
their refpeCtive duties, according to their varjous ages and 
ftations in life; But itis ftill propofed, if the encouragement 
of this volume fhould warrant it, to publifh another, on fub- 
jets rather more critical and {peculative, 

From this time Mr. Turner began to experience a rapid 
decline. It afforded his friends, however, a fubjpét of abun- 
dant thankfulnefs, that he experienced little bodily pain, and 
that he never appeared to be diftrefled or uneafy at the gradual 
decay of his mental powers, but ftill retained that calm and 
placid compofure, which had diftinguifhed him fo much, when 
in the full poflefiion of his faculties, On the 26thof Augutt, 
1794 after pafling rather a reftlefs night, he appeared to fall 
into a comfortable fleep, which continued with little interrup- 
tion till the morning of the 28th, when, almoft without a 
firuggle, ne obtained a releafe from the infirmities of old age, 
ftrikingly correfpondent with the gentle ferenity and peaceable~ 
nefs of his life. 

Mr. Turner married, in 1758, a fifter of the Rev. John 
Holland, of Mobberly ; a gentleman, of whofe proficiency in 
claffical literature, and correct and elegant tafte, the public has 
had a fufficient proof, in his Sermons on Intemperance, and in 
his Pofthumous Diicourfes. ‘This lady was of a temper and 
difpofition peculiarly fuited to his own; fo that their connec- 
tion was in every refpect a happy one. She died in 1784, 
leaving two fons; of whom the elder is a Diffenting Munil- 
ter, at Newcaftle upon ‘Tyne, and the younger is fettled at 
Bolton, in Lancahfhire, 

Mr. Turner’s unafluming difpofition and retired mode of 
life prevented hint from forming any extenfive literary con- 
nexions ; but amongit his acquaintance and friends we find 
fome perfons of diftinguifhed name. His intiaate friendlhip 
with Dr, Prieftley has becn noticed ; and foon after his fetties 
ment 
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ment at Wakefield, that very ingenious, but eccentric writer, 
Thomas Amory, Efq, the author of the Life of John Buncle, 
made choice of the fame place for his refidence; and continu- 
ing there till his death in 1789, at the very advanced age of 97, 
a curious epiftolary intercourle, chiefly upon fubjects of {crip- 
ture-criticifm, fubfifted between them, during the greater part 
of this period. Several of thefe letters were inferted in the 
Theological Repofitary. 

In 1768, Mr. Turner became acquainted with the excellent 
Mr, Lindiey, at that time vicar of Catterick.. ‘heir minds 
were too congenial not to feel a reciprocal attachment ; and 2 
clofe and intimate friendfhip was quickly formed. The con« 
fequence was, a more frequent and longer continued corres 
fpondence than he ever maintained with any other perfon, his 
fons only excepted; to whom it is a fource of, great fatisface 
tion to find that venerable conf-flor frequently acknowledging, 
in that part.of the correfpondence which is preferved among 
their father’s papers, the fupport which he derived, in his moft 
trying feafon, from the confiderations fuggelted to him in the 
letters of his friend, 

In 1769, Mr. Turner was introduced; by Dr. Prieftley, 
at whofe houfe fhe {pent the fummer of that year, to Mils Aiw 
kin, now Mrs. Barbauld, whofe excellent writings have fince 
raifed her to fo diftinguifhed an eminence in the literary world, 

On the conclufion of a vilit with which fhe afterwards fae 
voured him, fhe left behind her a beautiful didactick poem, 
written in the leaves of an ivory pocket-book, which fhe had 
prefented to one of his fons, then a Sittle boy about cight years 
old. The concluding lines of this little piece contain fojuft 
and elegant acompliment, and are fo ftrikiagly defcriptive.of 
the character to which they allude, that they will be no unfuie 
table termination of this biographical fketch. 


“ Yet fhould kind Heaven thy opening mind adorn, 
* And Lief thy noon of knowledge as thy morn; 
“ Yet were thy mind with every {cience bleft, 

t And every virtue glowing in thy breaft, 

“ With learning meeknefs, and with candour zeal, 
“ Clear to difcern, and generous to feel 5 

“ Yer fhould the Graces o’er thy breaft diffufe 

“ The fofter influence of the polifhed mule ; 

* *Tis no original’, the world will tell, 


* And all your praife is but—to copy well,” 
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A pitturefque Defcription of the River Rhine, from its 
Sources in Switzerland to its Entrance, under different 
Names, into the German Ocean: With hiftorical Ancc- 
dotes and Reflections. 


(Continued from Page 150.) 


TRASBURG isan ancient city, commercial, rich, and 
beautiful. It is feated at the diftance of a quarter of a 
Jeague from the Rhine, a canal from which forms feveral others 
. gnthe city, which is crofled, moreover, by the river Ill. Two 
ftone and four wooden bridges, form communications between 
the different wards of thecity. The inhabitants are computed 
at 46,000, exclufive of the garrifon. The principal ftruc- 
tures are built of ared ftone, dug from quarries on the banks 
of the Rhine. Thiscity, once imperial, was taken by Louis 
XIV. in 1682. The citadel and other fortifications which 
that monarch erected here, have been fo much improved, that 
Strafburg is confidered as one of the ftrongeft places in Eu- 
rope. It was confirmed to the French by the treaty of Ryf- 
wick in 1697. It is entered by fix gates. The ftreets, in 
general, are narrow; but the principal ftreet, and two others, 
are broad, regular, and handiome, Before the revolution, 
Strafburg was an archiepifcopal fee ; but it has fince been de- 
graded into a bifhopric, fuffragan to Befcancon, Whatever 
may be the fate of epifcopacy in France, this prelate, by virtue 
of the two diftriéts which he holds, as a temporal lord, on the 
other fide of the Rhine, is ftilla Prince of the Empire, and has 
a feat and voice in the diet. In the cathedral is a clock, which 
fhows the motions of the conftellations, the revolutions of the 
fan and moon, the days of the week, the hours, &. When 
this clock was firft conftru@ted, it was deemed a mafter-piece 
of mechanifm and aftronomy ; but, by modern artifts, it is 
beheld with indifference. One circumftance, however, is 
very remarkable: It has been found impoffible, at any expence 
whatever, to reftore fuch of the movements as have ftapped. 
Another remarkable obje& is the pyramidical tower, which is 
pierced through, and pinked, like lace-work. It is 549 feet 
high, and is aicended by 635 ft-ps. On the whole, the cathe- 
dral of Strafburg is a very fine building, and never fails to 
attract the attention ‘of ftrangers. ‘* No fpecies of archi- 
tecture,” fays Dr. Moore, * 1. better contrived for the dwell- 
ing of heavenly penfive ( ontemplation than the Gothic. It has 
a powerful tendency to ail the mind with fublime, folemn, and 
rcligious 
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religious fentiments : The antiquity of the Gothic churches 
contributes to increafe that veneration which their form and 
fize infpire. We naturally feel a refpect for a fabric into 
which we know that our forefathers have entered with reve- 
rence, and which has ftood the afiaults of many centuries, and 
of a thoufand ftorms.”—From the pen of Dr. Moore, thefe 
reflections deferve attention ; for they are ferious, and even 
fentimental : Perhaps, however, they will not command im- 
plicit acquiefcence : Perhaps the awful fenfations which a 
Gothic ftructure excites, may refult more from the confecra- 
tion of poetry than the confecration of religion. When the 
poet defcribes the manfions of gloom*and folitude, who cana 
forbear feeling the momentary impreffion ? 


v-~ 


¢ But let my due feet never fail 

“ To walk the ftudious cloifters pale, 
« And love the high imbowed roof, 
« With antique pillars mafly proof, 

« And ftoried windows richly dight, 


“ Cafting a dim religious light.” 
Mitton. 


Or where, with Eloifa, he perfonifies Contemplation and 
Melancholy ? 


«¢ Tq thefe lone {cenes, thefe melancholy aifles, 
«© Where heavenly penfive Contemplation dwells, 


“ And ever mufing Melancholy reigns—” 
Popz. 


But what, on a retrofpect of thofe remote ages, when our 
anceftors entered thefe temples with reverence, fhould * fill 
the mind with fublime, folemn, and religious fentiments ?” 
What was the piety, what the devotion of thefe anceftors ? It 
was a piety and devotion compatible with the moft degrading 
ideas of moral worth, and with a perpetual violation of the 
laws of virtue. Religion, or rather fuperftition, under that 
heavenly name, * lifted up her mitred front in courts 5” and 
forgetful that her divine mafter had declared his kingdom not 
to be of this world, was employed, with unholy ambition, ia 
the inceflant accumulation of its riches and honours. The 
recollection of times, when every cuftom and opinion that can 
degrade humanity were to be found; when the moft cruel 
tyranny and the groflett fuperftition reigned without controul ; 
when men feemed to have loft, not only the light of learning, 
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butof their common reafoning; in a word, when even:'t 
clergy were fo profligate, as publicly to fell abfolutions, at 
certain fixed rates, for the moft atrocious crimes; fhould 
rather excite the pleafing fenfations of centraft, and fill the 
mind with joy and gratitude, that we live in times, in 
which the nature and neceflity of moral excellence are now 
fo well underftood, and in which the effential conftirvents of 
true piety are univerfally allowed to be uniform rectitude in 
the fight of God, an unaffected purity of life and manners, 
and an extenfive benevolence to our fellow-creatures. ‘The 
fight of a Gothic cathedral has, therefore, the fame effect upon 
me, in a religious view, as the profpe& of an ancient caftle has 
in a political light. We behold the refidence of fome feroci- 
ous baron, whofe turbulence had {pread defolation and mifery 
around ; we recollect the horrors ef feudal defpotifm ; and 
inftead of venerating the memory of the titled favages of thofe 
times, we feel here ‘too the cheering and foul-e pnobling fen- 
timents of joyand gratitude, in contrafting thofe gloomy ages 
with the prefent enlightened period, when the bleflings of li- 
berty alfo are fo well ‘underftood and fo uniformly enjoyed. 

The laft place in Alface, bordering on the Rhine, is the 
ftrong fortrefs of Haguenau, feated on the river Motter, 
which divides it into two parts. It was formerly a free 
imperial city; but the French became mafters of it in 1673. 
The great Montecuculi befieged it in vain, in 16753 but, in 
the fubfequent wars, it was more than once taken and ree 
taken, 

Lower down, in Suabia, is Raftadt, a regularly built and 
elegant city, the capital of the Margravate of Baden-Baden. 
It has a ftately palace, which was formerly adorned with a 
great number of paintings; but they were confiderably dimi- 
nifhed by Father Meyer, who had fuch influence over the Mar- 
gravine Dowager, as to caufe pictures to the value of 50,000 
guilders, which he judged to be too much in the ftyle of our 
Thomfon’s Mufidora*, to be committed to the flames. If 
their fubje%s were as inoffenfive as the tale of Mufidora by 
the molt chafte and delicate of poets, the good father, perhaps, 
carried his refinement too far. At leaft, there is fome truth in 
a French maxim, « Cet Vintention des figures d’un tableau, 
&F non pas les nudités, gui forment lindecence d’une peinture.”— 
‘This town is celebrated for the treaty of peace concluded in 
1754, between the Emperor and France. 
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About eight miles further is the elegant city of Carlfruhe, a 
name whicn fignifies Charles’ Reft. It is feated ina fertile 
diftrict along t.e banks of the Riine, in the Margravate of 
Baden- Durloch, and was built at the commencement of the 
prefert century, by the Margrave Charles William, on a very 
regular plan. It confiits of one principal ft eet of an Englith 
mile in length. This ftreet is at a confiderable diftance in 
front of the palace, and in a direétion paralicl with it. All the 
other ftreets go off at different angles from the principal one, 
in fuch a manner, that whichfoever of them you enter, walke 
ing from it, the view is terminated by the front of the palace. 
The length of thefe f{maller ftreets is afcertained, none of 
them being allowed to encroach on the fpacious area, which is 
kept clear bc fore the palace; but the principal ftreet may be 
extended to any length ; and as many additional ftreets as they 
pleafe may be built from it, all of which, according to this 
plan, will have the palace for a termination. The houf:s are 
all as uniform as the ftrcets, being of an equal fize and height 5 
fo that one would be led to imagine, thar not one of the inhabie 
tants is in any confiderable degr-e richer or poorer than his 
neighbour. There is, indeed, afew new houfes more elegant 
than the others, belonging to fome of the officers of the court, 
built at one fide of the palace; but they are not, properly 
fpeaking, in the town. The Margrave inceflantly endeavours 
to introduce induftry and manufactures among his people. 
There is a confiderable number of Englith tradefmen, who 
make Birmingham work, and inftruct the inhabitants in that 
bufinefs; and, at the time of the great emigrations from 
Geneva, he engaged many watch-makers from that city to 
fettle here, by granting them encouragements and privileges of 
every kind. In fine, he allows no op,ortunity to pafs unime 
proved by which he can promote the comfort and happinefs 
of hispeople. A prince of fuch a character is certainly @ 
public bl fling; and although ne is an abfolute fovereign, the 
people are fortunate who are born under his government $ 
But far more fortunate they who live under a government 
which can protect them independently of the virtues, and in 
fpite of the vices, of :heir fovercigns 

The Rhine, after leaving Carlfruhe, enters the German 
circle of the Upper Rhine, in which the firft confiderable 
place it waters is Philipfourg. This town, which is feated 
in a morals, is deemed one of the bulwarks of the empire. It 
is tuojeét to the Prince Bithop of Spire, but ics fortifications 
belong io the empire, in the fame manner as Bergen-op-zoom 
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is fubject to the Elector Palatine of the Rhine, as Marquis of 
that town and diftrict, while its almoft impregnable fortificae 
tions belong to, the Dutch, Philipfburg has undergone fome 
fevere fieges, particularly thatin 1734, when the celebrated 
Duke of Berwick, natural fon to King James II. was killed 
by a cannon ball, between his two grandfons, as he was taking 
a view of the trenches. This great man was one of the moft 
illuftrious generals that ever commanded the French armies, 
He was born in 1671, at Moulins, in France, where his mother, 
Arabella Churchill, then was, on her returi from the waters 
of Bourbon. He was a foldier from his earlieft youth: He 
was wounded at the fiege of Buda, in 1686, and was dif- 
tinguifhed in the fignal vi€tory, which, about the fame time, 
the Imperialifts obtained overthe Turks. When his father 
abdicated the throne, he accompanied him to France. In the 
war which enfued in Ireland, he fignalized himfelf at the fiege 
of Londonderry, and, at the battle of the Boyne, had a horfe 
killed underhim. In 1703, Lewis XIV appointed him to the 
chief command of the forces fent to fupport the claim of his 
gtandfon, Philip V. to the throne of Spain. In a fingle 
campaign, he reduced a -great number of important towns 
and fortrefles. He was recalled to take the command of 
the troops fent againft the infurgents of the Cevennes, whom 
he effectually fubdued. In 1705, he reduced the county 
and town of Nice, for which, in the following year, he was 
elevated to the dignity of Marfhal of France, Having re- 
fumed the chief command in Spain, he obtained the great vice 
tory of Almanza, which fecured to King Philip the contelted 
throne. It is remarkable, that in this battle, the victorious 
French and Spanifh army was commanded by an Englifhman, 
and the vanquifhed confederates by the Earl of Galway, a 
Frenchman. ‘This was Henry Marquis de Ravigni, a French 
refugee, created Earl of Galway by King William III. He 
received two cuts in the face in this battle, and ftopped not his 
flight till he arrived at ‘Tortofa, near the mouth of the Ebro. 
The Marquis de las Minas, the Portuguefe General, efcaped 
to Xativa: He was run through the arm, and had feen his 
miftrefs, who was fighting in the drefs of an Amazon, killed by 
his fide. 

The Duke of Berwick reduced Barcelona in 1714 3 and for 
his eminent fervices, was created Duke of Leria and Xerica 
in the kingdom of Valencia, a grandee of Spain of the firft 
clafs, and generalifimo of the Spanifh forces. His great mili- 
tary talents Jay dormant till the year 1733, when, on the 
death 
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death of Auguftus II. King of Poland, and the difputed 
fucceflion which enfued, he was appointed to the command 
of the French forces in Germany, aud after having reduced 
the important fortrefs of Kticl, he undertook the fiege of 
Philipfburg, in which he terminated his career of military 
glory.—This place, however, was taken by the French, about 
a month afterward, but was reftored the following year. 

The Marfhal Duke cf Berwick is juftly reputed one of the 
greateft of modern commanders. No General ever had the 
coup d’ail quicker or more accurate 5 whether, in battle, to 
difcover the blunders of an enemy, and make thofe decifive 

soments which carry victory with them; or, ina campaign, 
to obferve and take advantage bf pofitions, on which the fuc- 
cefs of the whole depends. His character in private life, 
though no lefs worthy of admiration, is lefs known. “ It 
was impoflible to behold him,” fays Montefquieu, ** and not 
to be in love with virtue, fo evident were tranquillity and 
happinefs in his foul. Noman ever knew better how to avoid 
excefles; or, if I may fo exprefs mylelt, to kecp clear of the 
fnares of virtue. He had a great fund of religion, and was 
fond of the clergy, but could not bear to be governed by them. 
No man ever followed more ftrictly thole precepts of the 
gofpel which are moft troublefome to men of the world; no 
man, in a word, ever pra¢tifed religion fo much, and talked 
of it fo little, He never {poke ill of any one, nor beftowed 
any praife upon thofe whom he did not think deferving of it. 
In the works of Plutarch J have {een, at a diftance, what great 
men were; inhim I behold, ata nearer view, what they are.” 
—Sketch of an Hiftorical Panegyric. 

Seven miles north of Philipfburg is the city of Spire, the 
capital of a fovereign bifhopric in the circle of the Upper 
Rhine. It is feated on the weft fide of the river, in a delight 
ful plain, where it receives the {mall river Spirebach. ‘This 
city was burnt, in 1689, by the order of Lewis XiV. The 
cathedral, which was likewife deftroyed in the undiftinguifhing 
conflagration, contained the juperb monuments of eight em- 
perors and three emprefles. “Thefe were broken to pieces by 
the French, who likewife opened and pilaged the imperial 
vaults, and {cattered abroad the bones of the illuftrious dead, 
Lewis did not forefee that, a century afterward, bis own tomb 
and afhes, with thofe of his anceftors and defcendants, in the 
magnificent church of St. Denys, would be treated by the 
French themfelves with no lefs indignity.—In confequence of 
the deftruction of Spire, the imperial chamber was removed 
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to Wetzlar, where it has continued ever fince. Spire, at 
prefent, :s again under the ‘dominion of the French, with all 
the places of the empire, on the weft fide of the Rhine, Mentz 
alone excepted. 

(To be continued.) 





On the Nature and State of the Supply in Bread-Corn, 


HE firft matter to -e inqu‘red into, and the firft queftion 
which arifes on that inquiry into the ftate and nature of 
the fupply, is, wether the produce of the kingdom in bread- 
corn is, and has been for fome years, equal to the confumption 
of itsin abi ants? 
Agriculture and farming is, without doubt, carried on in 
a greater degree of perfeclion, and to a greater extent, thanit 
ufed to be; and more land is now under culture than ufed to 
be for feveral years back. Fuither, the produce by the ime 
proved ceconomy of large farms is raifed cheaper than can be 
done by litle and badly-managed farms: Jutt as more work, 
and cheaper, can be done by a machine than by hand, But 
I defire it may be obferved, that by cheaper, 1 mean cheaper 
to the farmer, fo that he can afford and ought to fell it cheaper, 
if he would ve content with his due profit. But if the effect 
of thefe farms tend to create a monopoly and command of the 
market, fuch produce will not come cheaper to the confuner, 
Prior to the year 1770 there was a great furplus of bread 
corn more than ow howe confumption required.— This was 
exported, fo as to produce to the nation * a nett profit of not 
lefs than 651,0001. per ann.”’* About the years £771, 1772, 
a great change began to take place. There began to bea 
deficienc, i. the proportion of bread-corn to the confumption: 
And difficulties in that matter began to be felt.¢ 
Inthe year 1773 1 brought into the Houfe of Commons, 
and carried through that Houle, a bill to regulate the expor- 
tation and importation «f corn, This patled that yar intoa 
law. The priociple and plan of that law was, that, preventing 
the exportation of wheat when the price role ty 44s. oF upe 
wards per quarter, the law might act as a dam, fo as to keep 
up a quantity inthe country, as eq sal to tie conlumptor as 
the home-produce could fupply ; bucat the fame time, if there 
was 


*See reprefentation of the Lords Committce of Council, 1790. 
+ Since that period fo much corn and grain las been imported, 
ynftead of our great export trade, as On anaverage to amount to 
291,000. per ann, paid to foreign countries, | 1bid.] 
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wasa furplus, to ferve as a wear to let that furplus run over, for 
the vencfhic of the farmer and trade. At the fame time the 
plan of the law provided, that if the prices arifing to 48s. per 
quarer, denoted the beginn.ng of a icarcity, then to render 
the importation of foreizn corn practicavle, and to encourage 
it, this law repealed all the high duties formerly paid on fuch 
importation, This fyitem and plan of law, bad it been carried 
to the extent which | propofed, fo as to give a full operation 
to its effect, would have pres ented a deficiency in the home 
fupply arifing from foreign ex ortaton; but | was counter- 
acted. Howev ry the bufinels is now come to a crifis, which 
renders neceflary to be now done, whatl would then have 
done, viz. the fo afvertain.ng the port prices, as to prevent 
fraudulent exportation taking place contrary to the true intent 
and purport of the law. 

If the general produce of the land has been for many years 
back .ore abundant than in former times, how comes it that 
there has been of late a deficiency in the fupply of bread-corn, 
in ;roportion to the conlumption of its inhabitants? Firft, 
there has been for foine years an increafing population. There 
are more mouths to be fed: And tnofe mouths are fupplied 
with bread in a lefs ceconomical manner than formerly, by an 
undue and waiteful divifion of the flour. Another and prine 
cipal caufe of tis is, that a greater proportion of the gee» 
neral produce is appropriated to the fultenance of horfes and 
other ftock, than formerly,in a degree to affect the proportion 
of bread-corn veftined for the fuftenance of man: And a 
greater proportion of tae produce of the wheat itfelf is, by the 
courte of the trade of the miller mealman, appropriated (in 
the various fhapes of polards) to the feeding poultry, hogs, 
and uorles, than ought to be. [Wo part of the pollard, ace 
cording to the prefent courle of dividing the meal, goes to the 
futienance of man, whicn it ought to do, and uled to do. 
Bread sade of flous, with the fine pollard mixed in with it, 
makes a better,iweeter, and more nutritive food than bread 
mae of the fine dreiled flour alone. 

Although toe agriculture of the country is improved by 
inciofures, yet it is certain that not more wheat in the pros 
portion of the general produce, but rather a deficiency in breade 
corn, ftauds in the proportion of other articles railed by the 
im; rove produce. Poe lands of the upper and midland 
Counties remote tom the Londun marke, wiich, while in open 
fielus aud {ali tarms, ufed to produce a furplus of b cad-corny 
fent down to tac market-towas on the rivers having come 
munication 
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munication with the coaft, being by inclofures, and the 
colleAing of them into ere at farms, cultured to the producing 
other articles for the fuftenance of horfes and ftock, do no 
longer produce a furplus of bread-corn. Ot the contrary, 
they now come down, to the markets which they ufed to 
fupply, to buy wheat for their own fubfiftence, and flour from 
the mills on thofe rivers. 
This change of circumftances in the fupply of the country, 
requires a change in the police of our corn laws, 
The law provic les, that when wheat is at or above 44s. the 
quarterin s or places whence it might be exported 
I h foreign exporta tion fhall be prohibited in 
hich thofe parts have communication. Now 
doe es not the fame reafon require, and ought not ¢ foie regulation 
by the femerulc, to take place, when the price of bread-corn in 
any part rifes fo high as to denote an actual fcarcity? If tranf- 
portation from thofe parts continues to go on, after fuch actual 
carcity takes place in fuch manner that fufficient for the 
fuftenance of the inhabitants of thofe parts would foon become 
deficient, ought not all tranfportation of bread-corn from thofe 
parts to be prohibited for a time, and from time to time? But 
whoare the proper judges of this? Who can have a right to 
enquire; and who can ‘have the means of knowing the ftate 
of every farmer’s and mealman’s barns and ftores? Not the 
people at large: Not mobs: Nor is there, at prefent, any law 
to authorize this enquiry; to regulate how it fhall be done; 
or to act upon it. What is the confequence? The people, 
although they cannot reafon about this, a when an actual 
fcarcity takes place, fecl ity and feeling’s the truth. Butaéting 
from their feelings, and inflamed b ry mifchievous people, all is 
violence, outrage, and plunder; they wafte or deftroy all they 
can find, or put a total flop to the dealer’s fupplying the mare 
kets: So that what was a f{carcity they make an actual dearth, 
— This is neither law or difcretion.—But in fuch cafe, when ‘ 
there is a rea] not an imaginary fcarcity, ought not both Jaw 
and difcretion to interpofe? Ia the firft place, there ought 
to be anauthorized diferetion to inquire into the real cafe, and 
not to fuffer people to run wild after animaginaryone. Next, 
to judge and determine, upon the real caley whenever fuch 
exiits, what can be, and what ought to be done; and there 
ought to be authority by law to do it. If the people faw that 
the magiitrares, whofe duty and intereft it is to protect and 
Support them, had fuch power, and did,in fuch e@ales of extres 
rn ityy exercile it, and act uponit, they would become patient 
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under their difficulties, and peaceable in feeing all the regue 
lations going on, which would become the means of prevente 
ing evil, or of relieving it, if it fell upon the country. 

"Phe corn laws muft, as I have {aid above, be amended fo 
as to carry them to the effe&t which was intended to be pro« 
duced; and the Juftices muft have power to regulate them by 
Parliament, to inquire into the ftate of the fuppofed f{carcity, 
fo denoted by the high price; and to prohibit all tranfporta- 
tion by land or water carriage of fuch bread-corn or flour, as 
the neceffity of the cafe may in their judgements require. 

The people at large having thus a confidence that all which 
could be done, would be done for them in cafes of diftrets, 
would reft at peace, in patient expectation of remedy. This 
prohibition could have no other effect upon other parts of the 
country, where inclofures, and other changes in the courfe of 
agriculture, have been turned to the product of other articles 
than what are for the ijuftenance of man, than to make it 

eceflary for them to turn again their agriculture more to the 
producing bread-corn than they now do; it might alfo have 
fome effect in putting fome ftop to the unbounded number, and 
luxurious ufe of horles. 


AFFECTING L ETTER of the unfortunate COUN T de 
SOMI IRE VIL: e A ute} ntic. ated by General Hach be 


Yo Sir Fohn WW. ae Commander of the Englifh Fleet, on Board 
be Pomona, under fort Quiveron. 
a] e ~ 
SIR Aur ai, ‘une 22. 
Was far from expecting that it fhould have been my lot to 
fend you a detail of the events which took place on the 
fatal day that brought me hither, and to havea fevere examina= 
tion inftituted on the conduct of the falie and daftardly traitor 


who has ruined our caufe, M. de Puifaye, having ordered m 





to take a pofition in which I was to wait his or dk » to 
finger 
for his retreat, and thus aban loned to their hard d 


oat precaution of hattening toa hip, wl 
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lire of victims, whom he facrificed. 
The garrifon of the fort bavin 16 

wing of the divifion being already 
that remained was precipitately tore 
rendesed impracticable by the proximity 
regiments of Hervilly and of Drefsay ab: 
their officers. “Lhe arenter part of 
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a pofiion defperate, difperfed into the country. I found my 
felf hemmed in by the rock at the extremity of the ifland, with 
200 or 300 gentlemen, and a few of the men, who ftill ree 
mained fa:thful to us, who were left unprovided wi h care 
tridges, none having been furnifhed but to the guards of the 
fort, notwithitanding repeated requetts on my part ; no doube 
but M. Puifaye had his own realons to juftify this condudt, 
which we hope, he will condeicend to explain. 

A number of vefiels that ftill remained on the coaft, might 
have afforded me the difgraceful retreat which M. de Puifaye 
fo vigilantly feized: But the dereliGion of my companions in 
arms would have been far more fhocking to me than the lot 
which awaits me, (I believe to-morrow morning.) I am 
bold to fay, I deferved a better 5 and this you will acknowledge, 
together with all thofe who know me, if chance will ever per- 
mit any of the companions of my misfortune, to reveal to the 
world the myfteries of this fatal, this unexampled day. 

The contternation of an unditciplined and diforderly body 
of men, deferted by their commander, in whom explicit confie 
dence had been placed, rendered it impoflible from his ftupid 
fecurity, to take thofe meafures for the genera: fafety, which 
he fo providendy fecured for himfelf, 

Thus bereft of every refource, | agreed toa capitulation, in 
order to fave what could not efcape, and the general cry of 
the army gave me to underftand, that every Emigrant would 
be made prifoner and fpared, like the others, but that I alone 
would be excepted. 

Many will fay, what could he do? Some will anfwer, he 
ought to havedicd. Doubtlefs | thall die ; but as I remained 
the only perfonto watch over the lot of thofe, who the even- 
ing before had twenty leaders, I could only exert what efforts 
were left in my power, and thefe were ineffectual. Thofe, 
who left me no other to adopt, might refcue me from this 
refponfibility. 

I make no doubt but that the daftard will endeavour to give 
fome colour to his flight; but 1 call on you by the laws of 
honour, to communicate this letter to the public; and no 
doubt Mr. Windham will be fo good as to add to it the letter 
I adurefled to him from Plymouth. Farewell! I bid you fare- 
well with that calmnefs which can zlone refult from purity of 
confcience, and the eftimation of all the brave men who at 
prefeut thare niy misfortune, and who prefer it to the efcape of 
the cuward, who, not having Courage to fight with us, ought at 
leat to have fore-warned me : That efteem I value as a pledge 
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of immortality. I fall a.vitim to his cowardice, and.to the 
force of thefe arms, that were for alength of time not unfor- 
tunatetome. In this laft moment I derive a fource of enjoy- 
ment,if any can be tafted in.a fituation like mine from the 
e(teem of my companions in misfortune, and that of the enemy 
by whom we are conquered. Farewell! Farewell! all. the 
wor'd ! 


(Signed) Count CHARLES de SOMBREUIL. 


a se re ee rt 


4n EXCELLENT EXAMPLE. 





Helton, Cornwall, Auguft 6, 1795+ 


To’ the “P RI-N TER, 
SIR, 


T the late ele&tion of Mr. Abbot, the mayor, aldermen, 

arid freemen, not only chofe him for our Reprefentative 

without any expence, but employed 100 guineas, he infilted on 

givingy,as ufual, for an entertainment of his friends, toward 

loweting the very high price of corn for the poor of their bo= 
rough. 

The-ladies alfo are intitled to a fhare of this public-fpirited 
example by declining the offer of a ball, and applying the ex 
pence of it to the fame humane purpofe. 

Mr. Abbot would, no doubt, have noticed this publickly, if 
his modefty had not reftrained him from {peaking of the very 
refpetfulmanner he was received in by all the inhabitants of 
the place. 

This is the true reprefentation, according to the {pirit of the 
conftitution, when not only a majority, but all the inhabitants 
approve the choice. If ail tne boroughs in the kingdom would 
purfue this plan, they would ftop the mouths of reformers. 
For ’tis not in the defects of the conftitution, butin the prace 
tices upon it by unprincipled men, that this ruinous war, exes 
crated by nine-tenths of the people, is continued through ri- 
vers of blood, and looked upon without horror by unbluthing 
placemen, 

I am not a member of the corporation, but an admirer of 
the activity of the mayor, and the example fat by him. 

Your conftant reader, 
BRITANNICUS, 

[The vacancy for Helfton was occafioned by Sir Gilbert 
Elliot’s filling the office of Vice-Roy of Corfica.] 

Vous XXVI, 655. 2D Anfwer, 




















































1478 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Anfwer, by F. G. Goodwyn, of Taunton, to T. Tayler’s Charade, 
inferted May 4. 


HE parts combine, and then you'll fee, 
DENMARK ’s the place enquir’d of me. 


¢]lt We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dor- 
fet; Noah Coles, cf Crediton; J. L. Cla ke, of Honiton; 
W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; P. Hoare, of Stoke Clinifland; 
J. Commins, of Taviftock; J. K. of Langport, J. Martin, 
of Lifkeard; J.Sibly, and J Sanders, near Bodmin; William 
Hawkins, of Deptford, in Kent; S. Hill, of Dawlith; Rufti- 
cus, of Exon; J. Field, junior, of Staverton; a pupil of 
Mr. Tucker’s {chool at Heytefbury, in Wilts; and William 
Brewer, of Taunton. 


Anficer, by F. K. of Langport, te F. Turner’s Enigma, inferted 
May \1. 


TOOTH-PICK’s oft with gold and filver cas’d, 
And often on a lady’s toilet plac’d, 





iti] We have received the like anfwer from W, Hoare, of 
Dean Prior; J. G. Goodwin, of Taunton; J. Bodkin,-of 
Heathftock; and Philmo, 





4 QUESTION, bly F. B. Chivers, of St. Aufile. 





> EING 408 fevt from the bottom of St. Auftle Tower, I 
obfe: ved its angle of altitudeto be 13° 14’.—Required 
the height ? 





” 


et en wee Tee ee A 


Ann general firft in fight ; 
And next a bird chat flies by night; 
An ivfect {mall, of beauteous hue; 
The king of beatts next bring to view; 
A bird of prey well known for flight; 
My laft a fower of colcurs bright: 
The initials if you rigntly frame, 
They quickly will diiclofe my name. 
POETRY. 
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For the Weexiy EnTrertTainer, : 
ODE wc F.LOR A 


H thou! that with thy heauteous train 
Scenteft with flowe'y {weets the plain ; 
Breathing foft odours to the gale, 
That fighing whiiphers thro’ the vale; 
Oh Flora! gayeft nymph, prepare 
Thy choiceit garlands for the fair. 


If the loud fhouts of hoftile war 

Were ever pleafing to thine ear ; 

If chou the vidtor’s brow has crown’d 

With wreaths of !aureltwin’d around, 

Oh goddefs be propitious now ! 

Qh hear a votary’s peaceful vow! ) 


Oh let me wander thro’ the grove! . ; . 
To choote a garden for my love ! 

Now {pring bedecks the infant year, 

And love’s foftjoys all nature chear, 

And every bufh, and every tree, 

Refound with tongs of melody, 


Pluck me thy fweeteft flower, the rofe, 
That fcents the wila waite where it blows 5 
Nor let it {pend in defart air 

The fragrance due unto the fair ; 

So breatnes my fair one if the {peak, 

So blooms the damafk on her cheek, 


And the fair lily of the vale, 
That ftill affeéts the ihadowy dale, 
Tho’ fairer than the driven tnow, 
Nor halt fo fair if zephyrs blow, 
Unfolding to th’ enraptur’d view 
Her heaving bofom’s candid hue, 


And vi'lets that delight to grow 

On funwy hill or craggy brow, 

Or in the wild and tract.efs heath, 

(So biue ier eyes, fo tweet her breath) 
With all thy fcented flow’rets give, 
Of mingled {weets tv form a wreath. 


So in thy borrow’d {weets array’d 
As Mary trips along the glade, 
Thou 


-- 
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Thou goddefs, in her lovely breaft, 
Shalt be in ali thy charms confefs’d ; 
Nor fhell we, as her form we fee, 


Jorget-that it proceeds trom thee. 
PETER LUFF, 


Bridgwater, May 29, 1795+ 





Bridgwater, May 29,1795. 


To. és ihe 
al 


For the WerexLy ENTERTAINER. 
OD-E wz CONSCIENCE, 


ONSCIENCE,.thou awful monitor of man! 
Sole judge ot good and ill! Heaven’s high beheft ! 
Wifely implanted in.the human breatt, 
To guide men’s aétions, and their deeds to fcan ; 
Say who can faultleis bear tny fcrutinizing teft ? 


The miferable wretch who only bleeds, 

A prey to guilc, itshorrors, and its cares, 
Tho’ fled the iiand of ‘juftice, ftitl he wears 

In his own botom that. tojadge his deeds, 
Companion of his flight, that filis his foul with fears. 


And as by thee the'wicked:mect with woe, 
So giveit thou, the good man’s bofem gueft, 
The {weets of delf-applaufeto foothe his reit ; 
More grateful joy than riches caw beftow, 
Or beauty teed the.eye, or daintinefs the tafte. 


Oh may I, thro’ this pilgrimage of life, 
Still perieverein virtue’s rogged way; 
Then tho’ anen (hun me, tho’ my ‘health decay, 
?Tis thou fhalt aid me ’gainit a world of ftrife, 
Bef:iending me the moit when friends their truft betray. 


PETER LUFF. 





For the Weexriy ENTERTAINER. 


EPITAPH on the DEATH of a CANARY BIRD. 
By -@ ‘L's ‘pve 


HIS fimple'urn, contains within 
A beauteous form, who knew no fin; 

Contented in his native {pherey 
He jought no crimes, he-knew no care; 
His gentle fuit was ne’er devy’d, 
A bounteous hand his wants tupply’d ; 
He with’d no wealth, nor fear’d a wrong, 
And all his bafinefs was—a fing. 
Ye fons ot care, contra your plan, 
bor ute atielt is but atpan. 










































